
2026 TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE ANGORA PASTURE PERFORMANCE TEST 

Spring-born Angora billy kids (53 head) were delivered to the Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
Station at Sonora in January 2026 and managed briefly in pens and on pasture prior to the 
beginning of the test on February 4, 2026. After initial shearing, body weights were recorded 
and the billies were managed together as a single group on pasture throughout the test. 
This differs from the 2025 test, when billies were divided between the Merrill and Sutton 
pastures as part of the Sonora-Flex grazing research. Because all billies were managed 
together in 2026, no pasture adjustment of performance traits was necessary. The 2026 
report also includes progress weights collected in March, April, and May to provide 
additional information on changes in body weight throughout the test. 

From a nutritional and management standpoint, billies were held in quarantine by producer 
group for approximately two weeks following arrival in January, before being commingled 
and moved to pasture. Throughout the test, the billies were maintained primarily on native 
pasture and supplemented with approximately 5 lb per head per week of a 20% protein 
range cube. This level of supplementation was intended to support the billies while 
maintaining a pasture-based environment in which differences in growth and performance 
could be evaluated. Special thanks to Coalson Brown and Lindsay Dunda for the additional 
time and management they devoted to the daily care, feeding, and monitoring of the billies 
throughout the test. 

The 2026 test ended earlier than originally planned on June 12 due to the detection of New 
World screwworm (NWS) on a neighboring ranch. As part of our response, we elected to 
return the billies to their owners as quickly as possible rather than proceed with the 
planned final shearing. Shearing inherently creates some risk of small cuts or nicks, and 
under the circumstances we did not believe that additional risk was justified. 
Consequently, the billies were not shorn prior to their final weight, and no final grease 
fleece weight, clean fleece weight, yield, or overall index was calculated for the 2026 test. 
Producers should also keep in mind when comparing final weights with previous years that 
the 2026 weights include the fleece, which may contribute several pounds to the reported 
body weight. The final report specifically identifies the June 12 weights as pre-shearing 
weights. 

Five billies did not complete the test and are not included in the final report. Four were 
returned to their owner shortly after arrival due to persistent scours, and one billy died 
while on pasture. The remaining 48 billies completed the shortened test and were returned 
to their owners following the June 12 data collection and completion of Texas Animal 
Health Commission requirements for movement from the NWS-infested zone, including 
treatment with Dectomax-CA1. 



Pasture conditions during the spring of 2026 were favorable, particularly following good 
rainfall in May. The effect of improving forage conditions can be seen in the progress 
weights. Across the Angora billies completing the test, average body weight increased from 
74.0 lb in February to 79.8 lb in March, 81.5 lb in April, and 82.9 lb in May before increasing 
to 91.9 lb by June 12. Average daily gain over the 128-day test was 0.14 lb/day. This 
relatively large increase in weight between May and June likely reflects the improved forage 
conditions following May rainfall. However, direct comparisons of final weight with previous 
tests should be made cautiously because the 2026 billies were weighed with their fleece 
intact, whereas final weights in previous years were collected in conjunction with shearing. 
For example, the 2024 test specifically recorded final body weight and shearing together, 
while the 2025 test likewise recorded final shearing and body weight at the conclusion of 
the test. 

Fecal samples were collected twice in May to estimate both parasite burden and juniper 
consumption. The reported fecal egg count (FEC) is the average of samples collected May 
18 and May 22. The overall Angora average was only 79 strongyle eggs per gram (epg), 
indicating very little parasite challenge during the sampling period. As in 2025, when an 
average FEC of approximately 150 epg was considered too low to draw strong conclusions 
about parasite resistance, producers should be cautious about using the 2026 FEC values 
as evidence that an individual billy is genetically resistant or susceptible to gastrointestinal 
parasites. The data are provided because they may still be useful, but meaningful genetic 
differences in parasite resistance are much easier to identify when animals are exposed to 
a greater parasite challenge. 

Juniper consumption was estimated from the same May fecal collections using near-
infrared spectroscopy (NIRS). The Angora billies averaged 13.8% juniper in the diet. Ten 
meat goat billies from the AgriLife Cedar Eater (ACE) project were managed alongside the 
Angoras and provide an interesting comparison. Five were from the ACE High line, selected 
for increased juniper consumption, and five were from the ACE Low line, selected for 
decreased consumption. The ACE High billies averaged 27.3% juniper, while the ACE Low 
billies averaged 14.1%. The direction of this difference is consistent with what would be 
expected based on their genetic selection and provides an interesting comparison between 
the two ACE lines. The Angora average was very similar to the ACE Low group, although 
substantial individual variation in juniper consumption remained among the Angora billies. 

Mohair traits were evaluated despite the decision not to conduct a final shearing. Staple 
length and fiber diameter measurements are reported along with comfort factor (CF%) 
measurement. Comfort factor represents the percentage of fibers measuring less than 30 
microns; therefore, higher values indicate a greater proportion of fibers below that 



diameter. The Angora test average was 24.8 microns for fiber diameter and 82.5% for 
comfort factor. 

An important methodological difference should be recognized when interpreting the % 
medullated fiber and % kemp results. In previous years, these measurements were 
obtained from core samples representing the entire fleece. Because the billies were not 
shorn in 2026, these traits were instead measured with the OFDA100 using a side sample. 
The resulting values appear different from those obtained using fleece cores in previous 
years. Therefore, producers are encouraged to use caution when making direct year-to-year 
comparisons of % medullated fiber or % kemp between the 2026 test and previous tests. 

Visual scores for face cover, neck cover, and fleece character were assigned this year by Dr. 
Joe David Ross. Face cover was scored from 0 = bald to 5 = closed; neck cover from 0 = 
bare to 5 = excellent coverage; and character from 0 = none to 5 = excellent. We greatly 
appreciate Dr. Ross's willingness to step in and provide consistent scoring of all the billies 
this year. 

Because the billies were not shorn, an overall index and index ratio could not be 
calculated. The traditional index incorporates clean fleece weight and therefore cannot be 
calculated from the available 2026 measurements. For producers who wish to calculate or 
use the index with additional fleece information collected later, the formula used in 
previous tests is: 

Index = (4 × adjusted clean fleece weight) + (25 × average daily body weight gain) + (0.12 × 
final weight) + (3 × straightened lock length) – (1.5 × fiber diameter) – (3 × face cover score; 
no credit below 1) + (2.5 × character score) + (1.5 × neck cover score) 

Calculation of a comparable index would require an adjusted clean fleece weight; grease 
fleece weight alone should not be substituted for this value. This index was empirically 
derived and should not necessarily be used exclusively for selection decisions. In previous 
tests, the index ratio was calculated as the individual billy's index divided by the test 
average index and multiplied by 100, with values above 100 representing animals above the 
test average. 

Overall, the 2026 test provided useful information on growth, fiber characteristics, parasite 
burden, juniper consumption, visual traits, and scrotal circumference despite ending 
earlier than planned. The unusual circumstances surrounding the emergence of New 
World screwworm required us to modify our normal procedures, particularly by foregoing 
final shearing and returning the billies to their owners as quickly as possible. We believe 
this was the prudent decision for animal health while still preserving as much useful 
performance information as possible. 



This report was compiled by Dr. Jake Thorne, Angora Pasture Test coordinator. Coalson 
Brown performed the daily supervision and feeding of the goats. Special thanks to Dr. Joe 
David Ross for providing the visual evaluation of the billies, as well as everyone who 
assisted with animal handling, data collection, laboratory analyses, and management of 
the test. Please feel free to contact me at (325) 657-7320 or jake.thorne@ag.tamu.edu with 
any questions. 
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